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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants wish to call 
the attention of the Examiner to the following references: 
U.S. PATENT (S) : 

Patent No. Patentee Date of Issue 

5,187,675 Dent et al. Feb. 16, 1993 



PUBLICATION (S) : 

Patent Abstracts of Japan , Abstract of Japanese Patent "SORT 
PROCESSOR", Publication No. 04180124, June 26, 1992, Japanese 
Application No. 02309365, Filed November 15, 1990. 
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The references listed above are relevant because they were 
cited by the International Examiner in the Search Report (copy 
enclosed) of Applicants' counterpart international patent 
application no. PCT/US01/08948 (MPEP §2001 . 06 ( a ) ) . 

Copies of the above-listed references are enclosed, together 
with a completed form PTO-144 9. 

Consideration of these references by the Examiner is 
respectfully requested. To date, a first Office Action on the 
merits has not been received in connection with this application. 
This Information Disclosure Statement is therefore believed to be 
timely filed. 

It is hereby certified, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e)(1), 
that each item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement . 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date: December 31, 2001 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. : ALA-106 



Barry R. Lipsitz 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,637 
755 Main Street, Bldg. 8 
Monroe, CT 06468 
(203) 459-0200 



